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“ Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate 
you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name 
as evil, for the Son of man’s sake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for 
joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the like manner 
did their fathers unto the prophets. . . . Woe unto you, when all men 
shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets.”— 
LUKE 6: 22, 23, 26. : 
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THE MORMON FAITH. 


Constitution, ATLANTA, Ga. 


INTERVIEW WiTH EL DER BEN E. Ricu, PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHERN 
STaTEs Missio. 


THE Mormon conference held in Atlanta during the past week was 
fairly well attended, and the Elders were assigned to their new fields of 
labor, and have left the city in pairs. It is the policy of the Mormon 
church to send out their elders, two by two, traveling without purse 
or scrip; they receive no remuneration, so far as earthly reward is con- 
cerned, for the labor performed in the missionary field. They are called 
from the farm, from the store and other avocations of life to go to the 
various parts of the earth and proclaim the gospel as they understand it; 
remaining from two to three years, or until they are honorably released to 
return to their homes. 

Elder Ben E. Rich is President of the Southern States Mission, and has 
charge of the Elders traveling in the states of Virginia, Tennessee, Ken- 
tucky, Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, Florida, South Carolina, North 
Carolina and Georgia. He was present at the Conference just closed, and 
gave The Constitution the following interview concerning the doctrines of 
the Mormon faith. We present the same to our readers, as Mormonism 
from a Mormon standpoint: 

Reporter—“Mr. Rich, I understand you are an elder of the Mormon 
church. Why is it called by that name?” 
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Elder Ben E. Rich—“I am an Elder in the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. That is its proper title, as recognized by all its mem- 
bers. The word ‘Mormon’ is taken from the Book of Mormon. It is the 
name of a prophet of God who lived on the American continent several 
hundred years ago, and who compiled and abridged the writings of other 
prophets who preceded bim, and left his record, which was buried in a hill 
and was obtained by the Prophet Joseph Smith in this century, and trans- 
lated by him through the gift and power of God.” 

“Oh, that I suppose is the Mormon Bible?” 

“No, sir; the Mormon Bible is the same as that which is received 
throughout Christendom, commonly known as the King James transla- 
tion. We use no other Bible. The Book of Mormon is a record of the 
history and revelations of God to the people who formerly inhabited the 
western hemisphere, while the Bible records the history and revelations 
given upon the eastern continent. They both run together and harmonize, 
being inspired with the same spirit, but they are separate and distinct, 
and the Book of Mormon is not called the Bible by the Latter-day Saints.” 
„Well, is not the Book of Mormon on addition to the Bible, and is it not 
in violation of the last chapter in the Bible, which says, ‘If any man shall 
add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written 
in this book ?’”—(Rev. 22: 18). 

„It is an addition to the Bible in one sense of the term, but not in the 
sense of the prohibition which you have cited. Man is forbidden to add 
to the words of the book which John the Beloved wrote by divine com- 
mand, and is called the Apocalypse, or Book of Revelation. Compilers 
place that book last in the canon of scripture, but scholars state that the 
epistles of John were written later than the Revelation. Be that as it 
may, John himself must have proclaimed further revelation after writing 
the book, for he was told while in the vision. ‘Thou must prophesy again 
before many peoples and nations and tongues and kings. — (Rev. 10: 11). 
There is no contradiction in this, because God, through His servants, or in 
any way He pleases, may reveal His will, give commandments and mani- 
fest light and truth. It is irrational to think that God sealed up His own 
lips when He merely forbade man to add to what He reveals. That isa 
standing commandment, as it was embodied in the Mosaic law. ‘Ye shall 
not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish 
aught from it.—(Deut. 4: 2). The common rendering of the words in the 
Book of Revelation when applied to the law given thousands of years 
before, would make all the prophets and apostles and Jesus Christ himself 
transgressors of the commandment. It simply means that when God 
reveals anything, man shall not add to or take from that which He com- 
municates.“ 

“But, seeing that we have the word of God, the Bible, and Christian 
churches teaching what is in the Bible, what need is there of another 
church and another revelation?” 

“The very fact that there are so many conflicting churches, all profess- 
ing to found their opposing creeds upon the Bible, is evidence of itself 
that something more is needed, to set mankind right on the doctrine of 
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Christ and make the word of God plain to the common understanding. 
No two churches or religious organizations understand the scriptures alike. 
Even preachers of the same denomination disagree as to the meaning of 
certain passages, and Christendom, so-called, is therefore a very Babel of 
confusion. ‘God is not the author of confusion.’”—(I Cor. 14: 33). 

“But, do you mean to say that the Book of Mormon will set these 
matters right and clear up all that is obscure in the Bible?” 

“No, we do not make any such claim as that. The Book of Mormon 
merely discloses what was taught on this land centuries ago by divine 
commandment and revelation, as the Bible relates what was taught ages 
agoin Palestine, except that the Book of Mormon is very much plainer 
and couched in much simpler language. But it is valuable as casting 
light on the Jewish scriptures and in being the record of God’s dealings 
with a large portion of the human family, who could not be reached by 
the prophets and apostles who ministered on the eastern hemisphere. It 
gives an account of a visit made by Jesus Christ after His resurrection to 
the people on this land, and the establishment among them of His church, 
organized on the same pattern as the church in Palestine, with the same 
doctrines, ordinances, gifts and blessings. All this being made much more 
definite than it is in the Jewish scriptures, the Book of Mormon is there- 
fore a great aid to the understanding of Christian truth. But we do not 
depend upon any book for the gospel which we preach or the order of the 
church to which we belong.“ 

“Do you not, then, take your doctrines, authority and church discipline 
from either the Book of Mormon, or the Bible, or both?” 

“No, sir. Everything in our church organization, its principles, ordin- 
ances, authority and administrations, has been revealed directly from 
heaven in the nineteenth century. We refer to the Bible and the Book of 
Mormon to show that our church and all pertaining to it are exactly 
similar to what Christ set up and organized when he was on the earth in 
both hemispheres, and that He is ‘the same yesterday, to-day and for- 
over! 

“How is your church organized, and wherein does it differ from other 
Christian churches ?” 

“It is actually and really the church of Jesus Christ, because it is organ- 
ized under Christ's direct supervision and commandment, He having 
revealed Himself to Joseph Smith, the prophet, and having continued to 
communicate the will of the Father by revelation down to the present 
time. The church is composed of persons who, having come to the years 
of accountability, have been led to believe in God the Father, in His Son 
Jesus Christ, and in the holy spirit; have repented of their sins and have 
been baptized or buried in water by immersion for the remission of sins, 
and have received the gift of the holy ghost by the laying on of the hands 
of persons divinely authorized to administer in the name of Jesus Christ. 
They are entitled through faith and obedience to these ordinances to the 
enjoyment of all the gifts, manifestations, revelations, signs, healings and 
other blessings which belonged to the primitive Christian church, the 
the members of which were called saints. Those disciples of the Savior 


340 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


were called ‘Christians’ in derision by their enemies, just as the Latter- 
day Saints are nick-named ‘Mormons’ in these times.” 

“But do they really have these gifts, and were they not all done away 
with after the days of the aposties?” 

“They do enjoy all those gifts and manifestations according to their 
faith and fidelity, the Lord, through His spirit, dividing to every one 
severally as He wills.”—(See I Cor. 12). 

“If those gifts were done away after the days of the apostles it was 
because living faith had departed and a dead form had taken its place. 
In support of the ‘done away’ idea the words of Paul in I Corinthians, 
13: 8, are quoted, that is, ‘Charity never faileth, but whether there be 
prophecies they shall fail, whether there be tongues they shall cease, 
whether there be knowledge it shall vanish away,’ but they neglect to add 
verses 9 and 10, which are part of the apostle’s statement. He says: ‘For 
we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when that which is perfect 
is come then that which is in part shall be done away.’ So then it is not 
until that which is perfect is come that these gifts are to be done away. 
To emphasize this the apostle adds, (13: 12); ‘Now I know in part, but 
then shall I know even as also Jam known.’ He follows this up by say- 
ing: ‘Follow after charity and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye 
may prophesy.’ And again he says: ‘Wherefore brethren covet to proph- 
esy and forbid not to speak with tongues (14 39.) That which is per- 
fect is not yet come, unless it be perfect confusion, and instead of advanc- 
ing toward the perfection of which the apostle spoke, modern Christianity 
has lost the gifts which he exhorted them to desire and strive after. The 
Charch of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints seeks after these gifts and 
enjoys them, and in that respect differs from orthodox, so-called, Chris- 
tianity.” 

Is there any other difference between your church and others?” 

“Yes, there is this essential difference, for one thing: The authority to 
preach and administer the ordinances of the Gospel held by the early 
apostles and others has been restored and is now held by the Apostles and 
Elders and other ministers in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, and that Church has in it Apostles, and Prophets, Evangelists, 
Pastors, Teachers, Bishops, Elders, Deacons, and all the officers which we 
read about in the New Testament. (See I Corinthians 12: 28; Ephesians 
4: 11, 12; I Timothy 3: 1-8; Titus 1: 5.) 

But did not Jesus give authority to all his ministers when he said, 
Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature? 

If you will read the chapter from which you quote, you will see that 
this authority given by the Savior was only to the eleven apostles—one of 
the twelve having betrayed him—whom he had called and ordained for 
the work of the ministry and whom he afterwards endowed with power 
from on high. They had authority when so directed by the Holy Ghost 
to ordain others to assist thei in the work of the ministry, but, as com- 
manded in Hebrews 5: 5, ‘No man taketh this honor unto himself, but he 
that is called of God as was Aaron.’ It is only by revelation and com- 
mandment of God that men are authorized to administer in His name. 
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Modern ministers repudiate the doctrine of immediate revelation, and 
declare that there has been no divine communication by revelation since 
John received his vision on the island of Patmos. They, therefore, cut 
themselves off from divine authority and proclaim themselves man-made 
ministers, teaching by their own learning and destitute of that divine 
inspiration which is essential to an authorized minister of Christ. In 
this you will see a wide difference between the organization and authority 
of the ‘Mormon’ Church and the churches of discordant Christendom.” 

“You say that the authority of the apostleship and ministry has been 
restored. That implies that it had been lost or taken away?” . 

“Certainly. The early apostles predicted an apostasy and departure 
from the true faith and the introduction of heresies by false teachers, and 
their prophecies were literally fulfilled. (See Acts 20: 29, 30; Galatians 
1: 6-9; II Thessalonians 2: 1-12; I Timothy 4: 1-3; II Timothy 3: 1-7; 
II Peter 2: 1-3; Revelation 12: 1:6; Revelation 14: 8.) After the apostles 
were slain and other men holding authority departed from the earth, 
darkness came in upon the churches, persecution had its influence in 
driving many persons into the beggarly elements of the world, paganism 
began to be mingled with the remnant left of true Christianity, the 
Roman state, which had fought the church, became amalgamated with 
what was left of it, and priestly power foreign to the spirit of Christ was 
exalted, clothed with purple and fine linen, the ordinances were changed, 
the pure spirit of the Gospel departed, human authority took the place 
of the divine, and the apostasy became general and finally universal. 
Papal power held sway everywhere until the reformation, when schisms 
and new theories divided Christendom, and sects have multiplied from 
that time until the present, none of the leaders of these movements 
claiming to have received revelations from God, but all giving their own 
interpretations to the dead letter of former divine communications, and 
thus while there have been hosts of good people and many learned and 
pious preachers, the authority of the apostleship and priesthood of the 
primitive Christian church has not been had among men, and so confu- 
sion worse confounded’ has come upon the world, and heathen and pro- 
fessing Christian are alike, without divine authority.” 

“In what way do you claim this authority has been restored ?” 

“In the first place, the angel whom John saw in the vision, as recorded 
in Revelation, 14: 6, 7, came to Joseph Smith and revealed ‘the everlasting 
gospel to be preached to every nation, kindred, tongue and people.’ That 
gospel proclaimed as its first principles, faith in God and in Jesus Christ 
His Son, repentance of all sin, baptism by immersion in water for the re- 
mission of sins, and the gift of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands. 
Baptism and the laying on of hands, to be effectual, must be administered 
by divine authority. This having been withdrawn from the earth cen- 
turies ago, it could only be restored by divine communication. Therefore, 
in the next place, John the Baptist, who was beheaded after acting as the 
forerunner of Christ’s first coming, was sent from heaven as the forerunner 
of Christ’s second advent, and ordained Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery, 
May 15, 1829, to the authority and priesthood which he held when on 
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earth. They were thus commissioned to baptize each other. They could 
also preach repentance and baptize all who received their word, but they 
could not confirm them by the laying on of hands. Subsequently, how- 
ever, they were visited by the apostles Peter, James and Jobn, who were 
pillars of the early Christian church, holding the keys of the kingdom, and 
they ordained Joseph and Oliver tothe holy apostleship—the higher or 
Melchisedek priesthood, with power to confer the Holy Ghost upon bap- 
tized believers, and to usher in the last dispensation, ‘the dispensation of 
the fullness of time,’ spoken of in Ephesians 1: 10.” 

“Under this authority the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
was organized in the state of New York, April 6, 1830, six members con- 
forming to the laws of the state in signing papers for its incorporation. 
The Gospel was preached, repentant believers were baptized, the Holy 
Ghost was poured out upon them, the sick were healed, the heavens were 
opened, visions and dreams and divine manifestations with the gift of 
tongues, interpretations, prophecy, wisdom, knowledge, discerning of 
spirits and numerous revelations, were the consequence, and the union 
thus promoted became a marvel to unbelievers. As the work progressed 
Elders were ordained under the same authority who went out without 
purse and scrip, as did the servants of God of old, meeting with the same 
kind of success and the same sort of persecution. Thus the church was 
built up, and under divine direction was set in order on the same pattern 
as the church which Christ and His apostles organized in person.” 

[TO BE CONTINUED. |] 


SCOTTISH CONFERENCE. 


THE Scottish Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints convened on Sunday, May 28, 1899, in City Hall (North Saloon), 
Candleriggs, Glasgow. President David O. McKay presiding. 

There were present: Of the Presidency of the European Mission, Elders 
James L. McMurrin and Henry W. Naisbitt; visiting Elders, Joseph C. 
McFarlane, of the Liverpool Office; Chas. Woolfenden, President of the 
Leeds Conference, and T. Lonsdale Allen, President of the Irish Conference. 

Conference opened at 10:30 a.m. 

The speakers at the morning session were: Elders T. L. Allen, William 
Nisbet, Henry W. Naisbitt; afternoon session: Elders Chas. Woolfenden, 
Jos. C. McFarlane and Jas. L. McMurrin; evening session: Elders Wm. 
Stirling, Henry W. Naisbitt and James L. McMurrin. 

At the afternoon service President D. O. McKay read the statistical 
report from December 1, 1898, to May 31, 1899, as follows: Missionaries 
from Zion—High Priests, 1; Seventies, 15. Local Priesthood—Elders, 31; 
Priests, 10; Teachers, 16; Deacons, 11; members, 264; officers and mem- 
bers, 332; total number of souls, exclusive of missionaries, 441. Tracts 
distributed—from door to door, 24,786; at out-door meetings and other- 
wise, 1,637. Books distributed—sold, 10; Inaned, 96; given away, 16. 
Strangers’ houses visited—with first tract only, 10,254; by first invitation, 
121; by re-invitation, 226. Gospel conversations, 653. Meetings held 
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in-door, 143; out-door, 44; cottage, 204; Sunday school sessions, 35; Bible 
class, 12; Priesthood, 138; Relief Society, 5. Baptisms—new members, 
21; children of members, 3; confirmations, 24; ordinations, 3. Children 
blessed—of members, 8; of non-members, 4. Emigrated—over eight years 
of age, 3; under eight years of age, 2; died—over 8 years of age, 1; under 
8 years of age, 1. Received, 4. Excommunicated, 3. New subscribers for 
STAR, 1. 

The general authorities of the Church, and the Presidency of the Euro- 
pean Mission, David O. McKay, President of the Scottish Conference, with 
the following Elders in the various fields assigned, were presented and 
unanimously sustained: John S. Smith and Neil Stewart, Aberdeen; Wm. 
Nisbet, Wm. Stirling and Wm. Cameron, Dundee; James K. Miller, Thos. 
Kerr and Wm. Worthington, Edinburgh; John S. Leatham and Jas. 
Wickens, Dumbarton; Henry Thomson and Wm. Gould, Hawick; Jos. 
Mitchell, David C. Eccles and John Young, Glasgow. 

The attendance at all meetings was large, and the hall, which has a 
capacity of seating 420, was crowded at the afternoon service. 

It is again our happy lot to state that there was a splendid outpouring of 
the Spirit of the Lord, which wil] doubtless be long remembered by many. 

The Saints from the following districts, Airdrie, Burnbank, Newarthill, 
Edinburgh, Ayrshire and Glasgow, deserve commendation for attendance. 

The main theme dwelt on by the speakers was, the preparatory work for 
the second coming of the Savior. 

A Priesthood meeting was held at 53 Holmhead Street, Monday night, 
at which all the Elders reported their labors. A number of the local 
Priesthood were also present. The brethren were unanimous in their 
feelings of love for each other, also in sustaining the Priesthood of God. 

WX. Leaeat, Clerk of Conference. 


LIVERPOOL VERSUS GLASGOW. “aa 


Ir has many a time been a matter of sincere regret that all our returning 
brethren have to sail from Glasgow, for it would have been our delight to 
acknowledge at the moment of departure, the faithfulness and integrity 
of many of the brethren; to give them the right hand of fellowship, the 
expression of satisfaction with our lips, and our fervent good wishes for 
their safe arrival at home would be a joy indeed, but we are deprived of 
this privilege, yet no one has ever gone in this way without our silent 
blessing and our fervent prayers, that the Spirit of the Lord, the feeling 
of satisfaction, and the love of the Truth may not only remain in the 
hearts of our co-laborers, but that it may increase unto the perfect day. 

Ir ais connection we think of Brother and Sister Plummer who have 
just sailed, they have been faithful missionaries, and their only regret 
with ours was, that circumstances so impinged upon them that another 
year as successful as the one just past, could not have been their experi- 
ence and their joy; they were open for this, but while their regrets were 
unavailing, they carry home the proud satisfaction of having “done what 
they could” and received an honorable release. God bless them both! 

N. 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 1, 1899. 


A “TWO YEARS” MISSION. 


THERE seems to be a diversity of opinion in the minds of a few, or of one 
here and there, who claim that a definite period of two years constitutes a 
full mission and entitles a person to prompt release on the day of expira- 
tion or thereabouts; and it has been said, that so strongly is this idea 
intrenched in the minds and feelings of the few, that after that date is 
passed they become nearly valueless in the ministry of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and something definite is deemed desirable by some who so little 
understand the genius of missionary life, as to believe in set times, and to 
ask for something in reply. 

We are not aware of any authority having promulgated such an idea; 
we do know that it has been repudiated, and that brethren have been 
asked to be passive to the monitions of the spirit, and to the authorities 
presiding, who best know the needs of respective districts, and think that 
personal interests should, where possible, be subservient to the general 
good. 

The more thoughtful of the brethren will continue to work as if they 
never expected to return, and when their release is announced in the Star, 
they will then wish to so fully initiate their successors into their field of 
action, that much valuable time and effort, whether resulting in simple 
friendship or positive investigation, may neither be lost to the worker or 
to the Church. 

A restless spirit is fatal to success in missionary work; rambling is the 
arch enemy of enjoyment; and mechanical labor will never gather many 
into the fold of Christ. Not that recreation is to be ignored, not that 
thoughts of home should never intrude, not but that change is at times 
desirable and release inevitable sooner or later; but itis better to say, 
“T have been here six months, twelve months, or two years,” than to say, 
“Half my time is gone,” or “I have but four or two months to stay.“ The 
former is cheery, the latter depresses and robs the one who cherishes it of 
all energy and inclination to take up new work, or enter a new field, or 
even to do justice to the old. 

Brethren we are not our own, and while there are vastly more who 
would stay indefinitely, than of those who are longing for release, there 
are enough of the latter to inoculate a host with restlessness and anticipa- 
tion, if not checked in time. 

Presidents of Conferences should in no wise foster or countenance this 
idea of “a set time”; the spirit of faith, of trust and confidence in the 
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authorities, should everywhere prevail; at the same time there should be 
perfect liberty of expression as to financial or other conditions, such as 
personal sickness, or sickness at home, and even then a unity of faith and 
the spirit of brotherhood would tide over many an emergency, which at 
the moment may seem overwhelming and disastrous. Let us stand by and 
sustain each other, avoid querulous comment, and a restless spirit and our 
labor will be sweet and pleasant to us all. N. 


— 


THE MINISTRY OF GOD. 


We have now been in most of the Conferences of the British Mission, 
we have seen the Elders in their districts and can truthfully say that a 
more humble, earnest, devoted, persistent and united body of men would 
be difficult to find elsewhere; they are in love with God, their fellowmen 
and the Gospel of Jesus Christ; their mission has taught them many a 
lesson of patience and of hope, the majority have been like trees planted 
in a congenial soil, and they have grown outside any personal anticipation, 
grown in knowledge, in wisdom and in appreciation of their fathers and 
mothers who pioneered for them in the days long gone; they know the 
value of their homes, and the blessings bought at a sacrifice they never 
understood before. 3 

Missionary life may have its strange duties and stranger conditions, but 
the bravery of the Elder’s soul is undiminished, nay, is it not enlarged by 
contact with and experience in the mammoth outside world? Young in 
years, many of the Elders are, and have been, but to every one the change 
was an epoch in their lives; they will date the future from it, and the 
preparation made in lands afar off will always be a guarantee for decisive 
action in the future. Their contrasts of life and doctrine, their mental 
friction and spiritual life will continue a drift whose limits none may ever 
bound, and in the next mission they will have, and find, greater charm 
and greater confidence in that overruling hand and that benign spirit 
whose influence they have learned to cherish and to everywhere rely upon. 
Happy workers in a glorious cause, do you not congratulate yourselves? 
May we not congratulate you upon the progress you have made, upon the 
enlightenment of your understanding, upon your increase of faith, upon 
your grand experiences, upon your broader manhood and loftier concep- 
tions of privilege and duty? We have listened with moistened eye to 
your testimony, with throbbing hearts to your indowitable faith, with 
many & memory to your new experiences, and with quickened pulse to 
your anticipated future; in working for God you have been working for 
yourselves, in working for the Gospel you become more fully converted 
yourselves, and in reaching conclusions as to your own weakuesses and 
infirmities, you have learned where you can trust, and if you have not 
converted or baptized, you have sown the seed, watered that sown by 
others, and now and then led into the water those who listened long ago 
to the message trumpeted by earlier men; you will in any case have earned 
and will surely receive that reward which endureth unto eternal life. 

The British Mission is alive, there is no doubt of that, and every Presi- 
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dent of a Conference is in harmony with his associate Elders. This unity 
is telling, it is power, the little leaven is working in unexpected directions, 
the theories of ages are being modified, creeds are losing their ancient 
power, dogmas and doctrines once deemed sacred are being shaken to their 
foundations; truth will win its widening way, and by and by the king- 
doms of this world, religious, spiritual and mental, will become the king- 
dom of our God and His Christ for ever and ever. N. 


Sxnlobs.— Brother and Sister Warr, of Sheffield, not only lost their 
little daughter by diptheria, but another one had to be removed to the 
hospital, and still another had the same dread disease at home; but both 
are now improving and the family are as a consequence feeling more hope- 
ful. We have suffered from the same calamity and can sympathise with 
them by the faith that the ones who died, are “taken away from the evil 
to come.” 


— — — - 


GROW NG.— Contributions for the Armenian brethren keep coming, one 
pound having just come in from Sister Margaret Bruce, of Sharcombe, 
Wells, Somerset. Some others will be acknowledged in due time, we know 
“There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth ; and there is that withholdeth 
more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.“ 


— ͤ— ũ—ꝛ—.ßßꝶ ͤ 


Visitors AT 42.“ — We had the pleasure of a visit from Elder B. R. 
Birchall, who was in Liverpool on business, and Elders Bailey and Robin- 
son from the Manchester Conference, and Elder Lloyd from Birmingham 
who came in to meet the Elders that arrived from Zion on the 26th of May. 


THE account of the release of Elder Joseph McKnight of the Scottish 
Conference being inadvertantly omitted in the Star, we desire to state 
that he was honorably released to return home on March 25, on account of 
the illness of his father. 


— 900 


A Goop ID President Hindley, of the London Conference, writes 
for a Book of Mormon, which will be placed in the Stratford New Free 
Library, where some inquiry has been made for that remarkable work. 


THE Anchor Line s. s. City of Rome, which sailed from Glasgow May 20, 


with returning Elders and emigrating Saints on board, arrived at New 
York on the 28th with all well. 


WE have just received a consignment of “Mr. Durant of Salt Lake 
City.” All orders can now be filled. 


ä—m— —— — 


ARRIVALS.—The following named missionaries from Zion arrived in 
Liverpool per American Line s.s. Belgenland, Friday, May 26, 1899: For 
the British Mission—Thomas W. Lloyd, Mt. Sterling; Wm. H. Hill, Rich- 
mond; Fred. J. Morris and Joshua J. Summerhays, Salt Lake City; James 
Jenkins, Nephi; Joseph H. Bodily, Vernal; John Wyatt, Wellsville. For 
the Scandinavian Mission—James L. Jenson, Hyrum; Christian Nielsen, 


Salina; J. M. Lauretzen, Richfield; Christian Sorensen, Mendon. 


\ 
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RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder J. W. Cook is honorably released 
from the Bristol Conference to return home on June 1, by the as. Fur- 
nessia. 

Elder Winslow Farr is honorably released from the Manchester Con- 
ference to return home on thes.s. Hthiopia June 10. 

Elder John D. Bowers is also honorably released from the same Confer- 
ence to return on the same vessel. | 

Elder Alma Williams of the Welsh Conference is also honorably released 
to return at the same time, June 10. 

Elder Harold P. Jennings is released from the Nottingham Conference 
to labor in the London Conference. 

The following named Elders have been appointed to labor in the various 
Conferences as follows: 

Thomas W. Lloyd, and Wm. H. Hill, Nottingham; Fred. J. Morris, 
Shetiield; Jushua J. Summerhays, Leeds; James Jenkins, Manchester; 
Joseph H. Bodily, Liverpool; John Wyatt, Birmingham. 


— 


LIVERPOOL CONFERENCE Notice.—A Conference of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints in the Liverpool Conference District will be 
held in the Rechabites’ Hall, Abbey Street, Accrington, Sunday, June 11, 
1899. Meetings at 10:30 a.m., 2 and 6 p.m. 


— —ͤ—ũ—6——— 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


PRESIDENT GrorGE Rurr writes encouragingly from Nottingham: 


“Elders Jennings, Stringfellow and Farr seem to be doing a good work 
in the Derby district, as shown by the fact that there have been seven 
baptisms of late. 

“Our numbers are continually increasing, and if they continue we shall 
have to engage a larger hall. 

“We have some more baptisms in view, and I am satisfied that the Lord 
is blessing the work of the Elders, and that the Elders are doing their best 
to roll on the work of the Lord. 

“We have not been doing as much out-door work as we should like to 
do, on account of the weather, but taking this disadvantage into con- 
sideration the Elders are doing well. The Saints generally are in the 
enjoyment of good health, and the work of the Lord is on the improve. 

“The young ladies of the Nottingham Branch are going to repair the grave 
of our noble Elder, Brother Cherry, who laid his life down while engaged 
in preaching the Gospel in the year 1865. His body found a resting place 
in the Nottingham cemetery, and I feel to say of these sisters who are 
going to engage in this commendable work, ‘May God bless them for their 
charity.’ 

“The subscription list of the Star is growing weekly. Some strangers 
are becoming interested in its writings, and the spirit that they breathe 
is being circulated and its object reached. It is verily, ‘Glad Tidings to 
the children of men’ to those who accept it.” 
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PRESIDENT OLDHAM writes from Barnsley in the following strain: 


“Elders Taylor and Forster who are in Hoyland Common are causing 
quite a stir in that town. There are a few germs of anti-Mormon preju- 
dice in some of the people’s hearts, which evinces itself by hootings, and 
mutterings, as the brethren walk along the street. We lately had an 
open-air meeting in that locality, where we were seriously disturbed and 
had to leave the ground against our will, though I am satisfied there were 
many who were in sympathy with us. The Elders are encouraged there 
with the prospects, although they have had to leave their lodgings, and 
find accomodation elsewhere, owing to the hide-bound bigotry of the land- 
lord. He said that the tenant or the Elders would have to go, and so the 
Elders found lodgings elsewhere. 

“We take these manifestations as good signs, and far more promising 
than cold, silent, passive, indifference. The Elders are also making strenu- 
ous efforts to secure a hall for regular service, with but little success, how- 
ever, so far. 

“Elder Heap, in Sheffield, is suffering from rheumatism owing to the 
continuous damp weather. He expects to be better when it becomes dry, 
though at present he feels quite discouraged. 

“The work is going on nicely and we are receiving quite a number of 
invitations to hold cottage meetings in different villages; some of the 
brethren visited the outlying districts, and received kind treatment and 
urgent requests to go and hold meetings. 

“Monday, the 22nd inst, the Higham Sunday School had a holiday 
outing to the Stainboro Castle; about fifty were in attendance and a 
good time was had considering the bad weather.” 


PRESIDENT MERRILL of the Liverpool Conference writes in his usual 
happy, hopeful vein as follows: 


“No doubt, the many letters of similar character to this, which come 
from the various presidents, will lead you to believe that the field is white 
already for harvest. In imagination I hear you give the same admonition 
as did our Savior in His day, ‘Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest 
to send more laborers into the vineyard.’ 

“Not long ago, I was up at Lancaster and baptized seven into the 
Church. While there, I had the privilege of preaching on two evenings, 
and from there now comes the cry, ‘Come over and help us.’ There are 
members enough now to start a nice little branch, with the prospects, 
judging from letters I receive from those who are investigating, of more 
being baptized in the near future. It is my great desire to place two 
Elders in that city, and there establish a branch of the Church, and yet 
with the present very limited number of Elders in this Conference, I 
hardly know from which field to get them. 

“The work, indeed, in this part has assumed a pleasing aspect, yet we 
do not have all sunshine during these last days of shadows and clouds. 
While [ was away, enjoying, beyond measure, the association of the Saints 
and co-laborers in another part of the vineyard, the evil one came and 
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marred the quietude of our rapidly growing branch in Accrington. 
Although evil harroweth the ground, I perceive the good soweth the seed, 
and thus the promise of the Lord will be verified, ‘All things work to- 
gether for good for them who serve the Lord.’ 

“Through an eye of faith, I see three more branches established in the 
Liverpool Conference, and those now established made stronger, ere an- 
other year has passed. 

“The Elders, as far as I have heard, are all well and enjoying the spirit 
of determination and faithfulness, a spirit of concentment too, when in 
discharge of their duty.” 


JOTTINGS BY THE WAY. 


DRIZZLE, drizzle, drizzle, seems to be the chronic condition of Liverpool, 
if not of the whole country, this season at least; but the express rattled 
us along the steaming fields of a changing landscape until past Pennington 
Junction, and smoky Sheffield was soon reached as we left far-famed 
Chatsworth, owned by the Duke of Devonshire, to the side with its won- 
drous wealth of Park Fountains and conservatories, once presided over by 
the afterwards world-famed Paxton, who practically reproduced the latter 
on & more magnificent scale in the Crystal Palace, London, for that great 
Pioneer exhibition opened by Prince Albert in 1850 or ’51. 

Entering on the East Riding, of Yorkshire, that wonderful country 
commanded our intense admiration; the rain had partly ceased, and vast 
stretches of well cultivated lands dotted with forests and fields “on the 
square” came into view, so different from Derbyshire and other counties 
where square corners seemed to have been avoided as much as possible. 
Stopping places were few, Worksop and Retford were the principal ones; 
in the immediate neighborhood of the latter were the extensive domains 
owned respectively by the Duke of Portland and the Duke of Newcastle, 
whose stately mansions were half visible in the midst of Park and forest, 
and whose preserves included the undulating verdure on each side of our 
rushing train, and many a hundred acres besides. 

The timid hare leaped as the train went by, partridges ran across the 
grain fields now turning yellow with undue rain, the rooks cawed in the 
tree tops, and the pine and larch plantations served as fine cover for 
“preserved” and abundant game. 

Leaving Grimsby to the right with its coast and continental shipping, 
we dashed into New Holland on the shores of the grand river Humber; 
then we steamed across its turbid waters to the Victoria Pier in Hull, when 
with sunny welcome President Woolfenden and some of the Elders were 
more than ready to escort us to the hospitable home of Sister Robertson, 
where we soon felt at home; for rest was desirable as a preparation 
for the coming Conference of the following day. 

Much prayer, fasting and faith had been exercised for fine weather, and 
when the morning meeting was called to order with some twenty-five 
Elders present and a goodly number of Saints, including a few investi- 
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gators, President Woolfenden’s face beamed with satisfaction. The hall 
was a fine one, and adjacent rooms were available for the pic-nic of those 
who had come so well prepared, and as the rain began to fall later in the 
day, this was a convenience and a comfort to the visitors, who seized the 
opportunity for congratulation and acquaintanceship. The report was 
excellent, meetings spirited, singing good, and the whole suggested har- 
mony between the things said and done, and the surroundings altogether. 
The unity of the brethren was very marked, the facts of increase seemed 
to give animation, and faith in the future was responsive as the success of 
the present. 

The Priesthood meeting and entertainment of the following day were 
each warm, enthusiastic and a success. Our visit to Sister Robertson was 
like a home to us; although but a new member and a widow, she had the 
spirit of testimony and that hospitality which shall in no wise lose its 
reward. 

We were reluctant to leave the goodly company of Elders met there, 
but we had Newcastle in our minds eye, and some purposed visiting en 
route, so that we ticketed for Malton to find relatives unseen for nearly 
fifty years, where we found an extra welcome as of “one risen from the 
dead.” Some very interesting reminiscences and precious items of gene- 
alogical necessity, made many miles of walking more of a pleasure than 
they would otherwise have been; cousins and off-shoots to three genera- 
tions were found in Burythorpe and other villages, and later at Tadcaster, 
we added many a long wished for item of information. From Malton to 
Pickering, thence to Sinnington and Appleton le Moors, thence by a roman- 
tic by-path to Thorp’s Mile near Cropton. Sun-set introduced us into 
the valley of the Seven, whose placid waters were preserved and full of 
fish, and where trees, flowers and verdure, told of isolated beauty and in- 
terest as perennial as the hills themselves. 

In that sylvan retreat the primrose was profusely scattered, the forget- 
me-nots and wood-violets were in abundance, cowslips and daisies were in 
the hedgerows, and other wild flowers reminded us of Mary Howitt’s lines: 


God might have made the earth bring forth enough for great and small, 
The tall fir and the cedar tree without a flower at all.“ 


The elms, chestnuts and sycamore were in full leaf, the ashes were still 
lingering in the bud, but the oak had broken into leaf and all the ever- 
greens were as clean and healthy as continuous rain could make them; in 
the quaint gardens of sleepy villages, the gilly-flower scented the morning 
air, tulips flaunted their variegated beauty, and the lilac was full of 
promise although not yet quite in bloom. 

Leaving Malton we passed through the ancient City of York, where the 
grand old Minster of a thousand years stands, with the ruins of St. Mary’s 
close by; thence to Ripon and Thirsk, and stopped for a day at Northallerton, 
the scene of all our early years, now changed and changing, with but half 
a dozen we ever knew remaining; this day’s visit was all we could afford, 
and a few hours more found us in Newcastle under the unstinted welcome 
of whale-hearted President Gilchrist and his noble band of Elders. We 
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also met here President D. O. McKay, of the Scottish Conference, whom we 
had long wished to see, President T. L. Allen, of the Irish Conference, 
who arrived at a late hour, with President James L. McMurrin of the 
Presidency, from Liverpool. It was a joyous meeting all round, and prom- 
ised well for Conference enjoyment. 

The walk across Desmond Jene to where the Conference was held, was 
exhilarating and inspiring; that park is a miracle of both natural and 
artificial beauty, a week’s fine weather in that locality would be a glorious 
treat; but the Conference was our business and it moved like clock work 
from its opening to the end. The hall was commodious and beautiful, the 
Sainte and strangers were deeply interested, and the Elders seemed to 
enter so fully into the occasion, that two or three days would hardly have 
sufficed for their expression. This made the Priesthood meeting a great 
treat, and the trip down the river in a cold rain to Hebburn, almost un- 
noticed and certainly forgotten. “Come again” was all the warm hearted 
brethren could say, and we could only respond “allright.” When the sign 
is fair we hope to greet again the indefatigable yet humble President 
Gilchrist and his willing, his active and determined corps of brave and 
earnest Elders. 

From parting, Elder Jacobs was our faithfully attentive companion to 
Stockton and Middlesborough, where we searched for friends, finding one 
more on mother's side whom we had never seen or known, but hoping to 
become better acquainted. We soon, however, struck out for Liverpool, 
encountering the late stragglers of an unusually large Whitsuntide tripp- 
ing, that had included quite a large per centage of England’s population. 
On through the North Riding of Yorkshire, the garden of an agricultural 
people, we sighted Liverpool in the midst of drizzle, drizzle, just as we had 
left it nearly two weeks ago, and “42” still in the hands of the renovators, 
all lingering as if time had no end and theirs was the only job. 

Our enjoyment was in the Conferences and with the brethren and 
Saints, not a few ideas and suggestions have presented themselves here 
and there, to be used as wisdom and the spirit we seek for may suggest 
from time to time. 1 
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COFFEE DRINKING AND BLINDNESS. 


Tux effects of the persistent use of strong coffee are most marked. 
They show themselves in profound mental depression, insomnia, and 
severe headache. There is a muscular weakness aud wembiing, irri- 
tability of the heart’s action, with sensation of weight. A form of dyspep- 
sia occurs also, which is peculiar and persistent, as long as the agent is 
continued. When the coffee habitué undertakes to stop the inordinate use 
of the decoction, there is constant fear of death, which is only relieved by 
resorting to the agent again. The face becomes sallow, the hands and 
feet cold. Erysipelas and other acute local inflammations are easily 
induced. The party who is a habitud to the inordinate us: of coffee resorts 
to the use of alcohol, also, to preserve the stimulating effects. People 
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